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Kodiak, Alaska ñ The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter ALEX 

HALEY returned to Kodiak on Thursday afternoon following a 

successful 85-day deployment, having patrolled more than 

11,000 miles throughout the Gulf of Alaska and Bering Sea.  



The òBulldog of the Beringó departed from Kodiak in early August and 

sailed west as the Bering Sea cutter, responsible for safeguarding a $13.9 

billion fishing industry and enabling search and rescue coverage in an area 

spanning 890,000 square miles.  



An invaluable asset in the nationõs most challenging maritime environment, 

the cutter conducted domestic fisheries enforcement boardings, patrolled the 

United States-Russia Maritime Boundary Line, and provided a re-assuring 

presence to all seagoing vessels throughout the Bering during an unprece-

dented global pandemic.  



As the Bering Sea cutter, ALEX HALEYõs primary mission 

was the enforcement of federal fisheries regulations for 

many valuable species, including Pacific cod, pollock, 

sole, and halibut. In addition, boarding teams conducted 

routine safety checks of each vessel boarded to ensure 

compliance with maritime safety law.  



As summer gave way to fall, the focus shifted towards the highly visible 

red king crab fishing fleet of ôDeadliest Catchõ fame, rounding out a patrol 

in which 20 boardings were conducted for vessels participating in nearly 

10 different fisheries.  



When not engaged directly in law enforcement boardings, the cutter spent time 

patrolling the Maritime Boundary Line (MBL) between the United States and  

Russia. This border separates the two nationsõ Exclusive Economic Zones, which  

under international law establishes natural resource claims, including fisheries. 

In conjunction with the Russian Border Guard, the ALEX HALEYõs presence along 

the boundary line deters illegal fishing and promotes effective cooperation  

between Russian and American maritime forces.  



While operating along the MBL, they had a unique opportunity to cross the 180th parallel of 

longitude and initiate the crew into the òRealm of the Golden Dragon.ó The 180th meridian 

is the International Date Line, where West becomes East, and Sunday becomes Monday. The 

ALEX HALEY crew is part of an elite group of mariners that can claim the title of òGolden 

Dragon!ó  



In addition to patrolling the Maritime Boundary Line, ALEX HALEY joined the Japanese Mari-

time Self-Defense Force vessel KASHIMA for a high-latitude exercise in early September.  

The two vessels completed tactical formation  

maneuvering and visual communication exercises 

in a show of international cooperation and good-

will.  



With the Arctic regions and Bering Sea becoming in-

creasingly important to national strategic interests, 

cooperation between the U.S. and maritime allies is 

crucial to American economic strength and security.   


